Detection of circulating DNA in plasma of patients with pulmonary embolism by counterimmunoelectrophoresis.
In order to confirm the usefulness of free plasma DNA detection in the diagnosis of pulmonary embolism (PE), we have studied 16 patients with PE, 33 with various diseases, and 13 normal subjects. Free plasma DNA was detectable in 15 of 16 patients with PE (94%) and in 3 control patients, but never in plasma from normal subjects. In most cases, DNA was detectable until the 10th day after PE. In conclusion, counterimmunoelectrophoresis is a rapid, inexpensive and specific test which may be used as an exclusion test in the detection of patients suspected of having PE, who will have to undergo more extensive evaluation.